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Th e Wallenberg Q-.c - Article by Sven Strimberg 
Cen sored a rchives su pp o rt fwgyges on espionag e 

After Raoul Wallenberg disappeared in January 1945 in connection with the 
Russian Invasion of Hungary his fate has been brought up repeatedly 
in the U.S. The amount of dotuments that have been de-classifitd la 
large hut behind Bft the vlngs thore are still documents, that are 
classified, entire pages have been crossed out in sone of the material. 

This night be the proof that Raoul Wallenberg did not only work for the 
protection of the Jewish refugees. The frequently discussed espionage 
theory Is close at hand. 

It waa at the initiative of the then American Minister to Stockholm, llershc! 
Johnson* that Wallenberg was comissioned to the Swedish Legation in Buda- 
pest and hla sf forts to hslp Jewish refugees was also financed with 
American money. • ■ 



This waa monsy that had been col Is c ted via Jewish organisations and 
chan.’lled through a special refugee bureau - WRB - War Rafugea Board. 



"ben it cones to the American af forts to assist Sweden in its search 
for Raoul Wallenberg listed lately after he disappeared they were almost 
moving, llershel Johnson in particular brought up his case several times * ant 
he was backed up by several leading politicians - e.g. Secretary of State 
Edward Stettlnlua and Secretary of Finance Henry Morgenthau. The latter 
was strongly Involved and wanted to be kept personally informed about the 
development. 



Marshal Johnson managed after a request to the Department of State to have 
Secretary of State Edvard Stettlnlua on April 9, 1945 request to the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow to give the Swedish Legation there** every support possible 
in its appeal to the Russian Government for assistance to determine 
Wallenberg's fate". In the telegram a special reference Is made to the 
particular American Interest in Wallenberg's activities In Hungary. 

The American Ambassador to Moscow, Aver ell Harrlnan, resorted to the 
Department of State In a cable dated April 12 that the Swedish Legation 
had no reason to believe that the Russians vers not doing everything they 
could to find out what had happened to Wallenberg. The Legation did not 
find It dealreable that the Americans made r request re Wallenberg to the 
Soviet Foreign Office. 

These offers for help - which Sweden thus officially raj acted - have been 

( comented several times before. But after having studied the entire 
picture - vhe* the authorities In the U.S. has released the material - the 
Swedish unwillingness to accept American support on this matter seens 
completely unforgivable. 

The Raoul Wallenberg case might never have been a mystery If the U.S. had 
been allowed to Intervene At this point In tine. The American engagement 
was both strong and passionate. It was the actions by Swedish politicians 
and officials who caused Wallenberg's long suffers Inga - this Is the 
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■ad truth and thin truth has to be renonted once ar.ain. Especially i,<v 
when the enorrous heap of Swcdlnh Wpilenherr. papers - suitably cleaned” 

■re expected to be released for the MFA shortly. 

The American interest In Wallenberg has cooled off ever the years. In 
a letter to Stlg lUmel, head of the Nobel Foundation, written in 1974 
by Henry Kissinger In answer to a request on account of Wallenberg's 
•other it sayes 

•* Dear Mr. Ramel: 

Thank you for your letter of February 20, 1974 In which you on account of 
Mrs. Ma| von Dardel request certain Information regarding Raoul Wallenberg 'a 
fata. Let ne first say that I deeply sympathise with Mrs. von Dardsl f s 
efforts to once and for all find out what has happened to her eon. It is 
Indeed tragic that his case still has not bean solved after so many years 
after the end of World War II. 1 am furthermore completely aware of 
the humanitarian actions of Mr. Wallenberg in saving so many people from 
the Heal concentration camps. 

In rsply to your and the Swedish Government's request our archives have 
been acrutenlsed In order to determine If the U.S. Government disposes 
over information that can shad additional light on Mr. Wallenberg's t 

csss. Unfortunately, these efforts did not provide any such information 
which also the Swedish Government will be Informed of. 1 ragret that my I 
answer Is not more encouraging. 

Sincerely, 

Henry A. Kissinger. 

And in this spirit the official and so far available American treatment 
of Raoul Wallenberg's disappearance ends. But In the wings there la still 
material which la highly classified. In ny research hers entire documents 
have been withheld with reference to that they ere too sensitive - and 
It did not help to appeal to higher authorities either ~ and also pages 
or parts of certain pages In tha available material was omitted or crossed 
out for the same reason. 

This might be the proof that Raoul Wallenberg was not only working to 
protact and liberate Jewish refugees. The often discussed spy theory la 
does at hand The American organisation Office of Stratoglc Studies, which 
proceeded CIA, was In Its moat aetiva period In the mld-1940's v and It • 

needed agents not least In tha Balkan States for Its activities. Raoul j 

Wallenberg was with his background (for example academic studies in tha D.S.! 
and hit position at the Swedish Legation In Budapest a perfect candidate 
for this. It la also when statements about Wallenber'a tasks as a spy 
are comented In the nov released documents from the Department of State 
in Washington that the authorities decided to censor tha material. 

In a confidential dispatch from Stockholm to Stata Department on February 
25, 1957 (two days after the USSR spoke up and declared that Wallenberg 
was dead) tha Swedish reactions to the reply were summer lied. In a 
consent to these a large portion of the text was erased. It comes after 
tha following Introduction: 






*‘A re.neral explanation to vhv Wallenberg wns liquidated by the r.w-'iion . 

Is that they believed that he was an American spy. Rudolph Philipp, 
Secretary In the Wallenberg Committee - a group of prominent Swedish cl ri- 
sen* - at one time maintained that Wallenberg vae on a secret mission 
for President Rooevelt. Many Swedish officials have point*! out to me 
that Wallenberg was a close friend of the former American Minister 
Hcrshel Johnson and that it was he who picked Wallenberg for hie 
dangerous mission. Se as It may, so far there are no concrete evidence 
to the effect that Wallenberg was Involved In any espionage activities or 
that be was sent out on secret missions for a foreign power. 

Hate the text stops abruptly and two pages have been left blank before 
the report is signed off by the then First Secretary Joseph Sweeney. At 
a later occasion - in February 196S - four entire pages have been eliminate 
from a report from the Stockholm Embassy to Washington rt Wallenberg. 

Raoul Wallenberg is registered In more or lose extensive files in at least 
five archives in the U.S. today: Katlonal Archives* In Washington has comp- 
letely open files about him dating from 1945 and up to 1950; The Roosevelt 
museum in the little town of Hyde Park in N.Y. Stats also baa quite a lot 
of notarial; as has the Truman archives. In addition to this the Department 
of State baa followed up the case vary carefully and soma documents can 
also be found at CIA in Langley , Va. 

In Septeober 1965 State Department put together e Hat of documents they 
had on this matter. The list was sent to Stockholm to be studied by the 
Embassy, which was authorized to show selected parts to the Swedish Govern- 
ment. This was dona by order of Secretary of State Dean Rusk. 

The Hat is classified and will not automatically be released after a 
certain time period. Sut lh Use copy that vas now obtained at least 37 
title* of various documents dating from March 1945 to May 1959 vara 
listed. The American Ambassador decided after having given the matter sons 
thought not to lot the Swedish Government see the collection of documents. 
Ho explanation for this vas given. 

A mysterious box is also mentioned in the documentation. The box was 
asked for for the first time by Herehel Johnson. He cabled Washington 
and asked for help to find It. Raoul Wallenberg had a large wooden box 
at the Swedish Legation in Budapest. It vas placed near the entrance to 
a bomb shelter. In the box Wallenberg kept a number of documents about 
tho Jewish situation and tha rescue operations he led la Hungary. They 
were priceless, according to Johnson. 

Ha suggested that every conceivable efforts be taken by the American re- 
presentation In Budapest to rescue the box. The American concern about his 
box vas apparent. And when Information came In September 1945 that the 
Russians had confiscated UUCXBlOtX all of Wallenberg's documents and notes 
in a special cable from Dean Acheson to the U.S. Embassy In Moscow this 
can very veil be Interpreted ae that these documents contained most 
compromising information about the U.S. and Wallenberg. 






Article Holj-ber^ 

MTA Official: "The cold vnr cane In between' 



"We have no notes to the effect that the U.S. by Itself offered to j , 

look for Raoul rallenbsrp,. On the other hand It's correct that Sweden ; t 

wet considering to renuest assistance frost the Americans. The reaeon vc l 

never did was probably the general political situation in 1945. The cold ; j l 

•war had begun and it was uncertain how the Russians would hsvs rsected I 

to an American intervention." 

This is what Sven Hlrdnan at the TlFA'a Political Section says. llirdman’e j j 

explanation coincides with the official story that ths MPA established ‘ j I 

already in 1965. Sweden's Anbassador to Moscow in 1945, Stef fan Sttderblm, ; 
also supports this version. 

"If we rejected an American offer for assistance it must have been because 

we did not know if such an intervention would have Helped or made the , 

matter even more difficult. We have no reason to believe that Wallenberg 

was e U.S. spy" Sttderblom says. j, 

* \ 

The Russians already from the very beginning made apparent efforts to 
see to it that the Raoul Wallenberg affair would not upset Swedish- Soviet J 

relations. Staff an SUderblom says. j 

"We heard from them unusually quickly and tt^ey told us that Wallenberg, j 

at his own inltlatlvt had surrtndered to the Russian troops in Hungary" ! 

he says. 

"They said that He felt threatened by the Hungarian Basis end this was 
ths reason why he turned himself In to the Russians. X find it hard to 
believe that the Russians would have said this if they had the intention 
of killing him." 

# i 

Steffan SSderblom got to call on Joseph Stalin to bring up the matter - 
a remarkable gesture from the Russians, he says. j , 

"1 made the statenents which I had prepared - about how the Government end j , 

people of Sweden wished for correct relations with the Soviet Union, end J , 

Stalin interupted me lsmedlately with the words "Just whet I wish too". , 

Then 1 though the audience was over, when Stalin suddenly asked me if 1 | g 

had any special wish. |* 

Stalin took down Raoul Wallenberg's asms, letter by letter, Steffen Stfder- • , 

blom says. I 

'"Then we did not hear anything, and 1 believe we will have to realistically 
fact the feet that tha entire case will remain a mystery. This is sad, 
but the Swedes did what they could" SSdarblom said. 
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